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Central Laboratory Capital Project
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ωConstruction permit has been issued by the Division of 
Engineering andBuildings(DEB)

ωRequest for additional funding for the project (due to price 
escalation based upon subcontractor bidding) is in approval 
process

ωGround-breaking and other pre-constructionrelated activities 
can be scheduled once funding approved

ωProject completion anticipated late 2024/early 2025



Accreditation

ÅCurrent accreditation expires September 30, 2022

ÅFull reassessment occurred the week of June 6th

ÅUpdated Certificates and Scopes will be available on the 
DFS website after the completion of the full re-
accreditation process
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Forensic Training

Å106th FSA graduated June 24, 
2022

Keynote: Public Safety & 
Homeland Security Deputy 
Secretary Maggie Cleary

ÅAnnual Retraining is scheduled 
for September 7 ς8, 2022

ÅTwo Forensic Trainer Senior 
positions close July 19, 2022
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PERK Tracking System Updates

Virginia Code § 19.2-11.8 added mandatory retention periods for PERKs submitted for 

analysis or exempt from submission 

֙ To log the destruction of a PERK in the System, law enforcement must now choose 

from a list of reasons for destruction that align with the updated legislation

Virginia Code § 19.2-11.11 now requires law enforcement to provide victims with the PERK 

ID, Victim PIN, and instructions for accessing the Victim Portal

֙ Developed three new System resources for law enforcement to help adjust to the 

updated legislation:

ƴ Victim PIN Information Sheet for Law Enforcement

ƴ Victim PIN FAQ for Law Enforcement

ƴ Victim PIN Refresher Video
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Synthetic Opioid: 

ÅProtonitazene

Depressant: 

ÅClobromazolam

Hallucinogenic: 

ÅCybutylone

Cannabimimetic Agent:

ÅADB-5Br-INACA

ωADB-рΩ.Ǌ-BUTINACA

Board of Pharmacy 
Expedited Scheduling

DFS recommended five compounds on July 5, 2022 for consideration. 



DFS Policy Notice

ÅThe Northern and Western 
Laboratories are currently 
experiencing longer DNA 
turnaround times (TATs) 

ÅDFS is transferring cases for 
the remainder of the 
calendar year

ÅPlease remember that the 
Forensic Scientist may be 
traveling from another 
laboratory for testimony



DFS Policy Notice

ÅIncreased packaging 
requirements for 
powdered substances for 
submission to the 
laboratory



ÅUpdated Submission Guidelines 
based on Budget language

ÅPossession of more than 4 ounces 
of marijuana in public is a Class 3 
misdemeanor (Second or 
subsequent offense is a Class 2 
misdemeanor)

Å https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/am
endment/2022/2/HB30/Introduce
d/CR/4-14/5c/

DFS Policy Notice

https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/amendment/2022/2/HB30/Introduced/CR/4-14/5c/


Cannabis Edibles Update
Semi/Quantitative Method for 
Edibles Needed
֙Currently: identify cannabinoids 

present, do not quantify THC 
concentration

Considering a method validation 
and exploring outsourcing as an 
option
Request For Proposal (RFP) in 
beginning stages

https://www.discovermagazine.com/health/15-best-thc-edibles-of-2021-tastiest-and-most-potent



Field Test Regulation Update

6 VAC 40-30 Regulations for the Approval of Field Tests for Detection of 
Drugs

Received the first request for mobile instrument evaluation

Will reevaluate all currently approved chemical field tests ς8 

manufacturers contacted



DFS Counsel traveled to each laboratory to provide annual 
training including:

ǒ Recent case law

ǒ New legislation from 2022 General Assembly session

ǒ FOIA

ǒ Records retention

ǒ Social media policy

Gigliodisclosures

DFS Legal Update



ά¢ǊŀŎŜ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΥ [Ŝǘ ¢ǊŀŎŜ IŜƭǇ ¸ƻǳǊ /ŀǎŜέ

Richmond Police Department
Capabilities, submission criteria & 
packaging, case examples
Hands-on exercises

ά¢ǊŀŎŜ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ

Southwest Virginia Criminal Justice 
Training Academy Crime Scene 
Investigations class
Capabilities, submission criteria & 
packaging, report wording

Breath Alcohol Testing Program

Pre-Bench Judicial Orientation for 
General District Court judges
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Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) class

External Training



June Workload Statistics

Section
Ending Backlog

As of 06/30/2022

Average TAT
(in days)

June 2022

Controlled Substances 1960 31

Digital & Multimedia Evidence 46 73

Firearms & Toolmarks 1794 134

Forensic Biology (DNA) 2223 145

Latent Prints & Impressions 365 66

Toxicology 1301 46

Trace Evidence 159 64



Case Submission Comparison ςQ2
Discipline 2019 2020 2021 2022 % change

Controlled Substances9,064 6,967 6,739 6,387 -30%

Digital Evidence 47 36 49 53 +13%

Firearms 1,879 1,763 2,021 1,596 -15%
Forensic Biology 
(DNA) 1,573 1,327 1,488 1,621 +3%

Latent Prints 666 551 482 564 -15%

Toxicology 2,385 2,377 2,858 2,460
+3% 

(~+14%)

Trace Evidence 169 169 167 180 +7%



DNA Case Submission Trends

PERK Act
֙Effective July 1, 2016
֙6 new Forensic 

Scientists 
















